Sinodielsia yunnanensis is a species endemic to China and classified into one genus and one species of Umbelliferae. It grows in the mountains (2000-3100 m above sea level) of Yunnan province.
.77, 10.33). The connectivities of the above fragments were clarifid by H-H correlation spectroscopy (H-H COSY) and heteronuclear multiple-bond coherence (HMBC) experiments ( Fig. 1) . The spectral data indicated that 1 is guaianolide.
To confirm the stereostructure of 1, the nuclear Overhauser effect correlation spectroscopy (NOESY) experiment was performed. Cross-peaks between 5-H/8-Hb, 6-H/11-H, and 8-Ha/13-Me were observed (Fig. 2) . From the above results, the relative stereostructure of 1 was established as shown in Fig. 2 . This structure was also supported by the Xray analysis of 1 (Fig. 3 . These spectral data were closely related to those of 2, except for the lack of the signals assignable to a methylene proton at the C-2 position of 2 and the observation of the downfield-shifted methine proton at the C-3 position from d 5.59 to d 6.23 (1H, q, Jϭ1.4 Hz). In the 13 C-NMR spectrum of the methylene carbon at the C-2 position, the presence of the carbonyl carbon (d 195.59) was observed, indicating that the methylene at C-2 was replaced by the carbonyl group in 3. The stereostructure of 3 was estimated on the basis of the analysis of its NOESY spectrum (Fig. 2) .
Compound C-NMR, distortionless enhancement by polarization transfer (DEPT), heteronuclear multiple-quantum coherence (HMQC), and HMBC spectra were recorded on a Varian UNITY INOVA-500 spectrometer, operating at 500 MHz for proton and 125 MHz for carbon, with tetramethylsilane (TMS) as an internal standard. HR-EI-MS spectra were obtained using a Hitachi M-4100H (70 eV) mass spectrometer. UV and IR spectra were recorded on a Shimadzu UV-2100 and a Perkin Elmer FT-IR 1720 spectrophotometer, respectively. Optical rotatory dispersion (ORD) spectra were recorded on a JASCO J820 digital polarimeter. Column chromatography was performed using Merck Silica gel F 254 plates (0.25 mm) and Sephadex LH-20. Spots and bands were detected by UV irradiation (254 and 365 nm).
Plant Material Air-dried roots of S. yunnaensis (5 kg) were collected from plants grown in Lijiang, Yunnan Province, China, in September 1999. A voucher specimen is deposited in the Institute of Botany, Jiangsu Province, and Academia Sinica, Nanjing, China. The plant was identified by one of the authors (N.W.).
Extraction and Isolation The roots were chopped into small pieces and extracted with EtOH (10 lϫ5) under reflux. The combined EtOH extracts were concentrated to dryness in vacuo. The residue (626.4 g) was subjected to column chromatography on silica gel (4.5 kg) eluted successively with a hexane-EtOAc solvent system with increasing polarity (5 : 1→1 : 2) to afford 17 fractions (fr.) [fr. 1 (91.5 g), fr. 2 (78.4 g), fr. 3 (156.6 g), fr. 4 (7.7 g), fr. 5 (5.7 g), fr. 6 (6.5 g), fr. 7 (2.7 g), fr. 8 (3.6 g), fr. 9 (6.1 g), fr. 10 (6.5 g), fr. 11 (8.2 g), fr. 12 (12.4 g), fr. 13 (7.7 g), fr. 14 (14.3 g), fr. 15 (28.2 g), fr. 16 (54.7 g), and fr. 17 (38.9 g). Fraction 2 was rechromatographed on silica gel with hexane-EtOAc (3 : 1) followed by Sephadex LH-20 to give 1 (3.09 g), 2 (1.2 g), and falcarindiol (145 g). Fractions 6 and 7 were rechromatographed on silica gel with hexane-EtOAc 1 H-and 13 C-NMR data are shown in Tables 1 and 2 Tables 1  and 2 .
X-Ray Analyses of 1 and 2 X-Ray diffraction data of 1 were measured on a Bruker AXS SMART APEX diffractometer. The structure was elucidated using SHELXS97 and refined SHELXL97.
2) Crystal data of 1: formulaϭC 15 , Dr min ϭ Ϫ0.180 e Å Ϫ3 . The asymmetric unit of 2 included two independent molecules with similar structures, and only one molecule was drawn in Fig. 4 . The absolute structure was examined by the calculation of the Flack x parameter, and the present structure was suggested as a better solution because the Flack x parameter was 0.48(36) for the reversed structure.
